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“Why are you a teacher?”  

This is a question that I have frequently been asked over the course of my career. It has also been a   

question I’ve asked myself on days when things are rough. I’m sure that we’ve all had days when 

we’ve googled “Things I can do besides teaching.” I’ll be honest, some days I’ve questioned why I 

continue to work in the profession. At times, it seems like there are so many things outside my     

control that are drawing me down. So many negatives distracting from the positive. So many       

reasons to leave. 

 But then I take a moment and reflect on the positives. I ask myself “Why am I a teacher? Why did I become a teacher?” 

 And as I find the answers, I remind myself of the why… why am I, and why are we, teachers? 

1.  We are teachers because we honestly and truly love our students. We love their unique personalities. We love their 

questions. We love their willingness and eagerness to learn. We love the challenges that some bring. We love the 

energy that they each hold. We love our students, each and every one. 

2. We are teachers because we love learning. We love sharing information with our students. We love seeing that 

spark when something new is learned. We love challenging our students to learn more, to inspire the desire to find 

out more. We love to foster the love of learning, the love of calculations, the love of experimentation. We love   

helping to guide students along their learning paths. We love to teach.  

3. We are teachers because we desire to make a difference. We know that what we teach, our actions, and our  

classrooms, will help to shape the world of the future. We know that we are making a difference. We are helping to 

shape the future! 

4. We are teachers because we enjoy continual learning and growth. There is always a challenge in each school 

year. We will always be learning new things. We will always be learning new techniques. We will be continually 

adding to our personal toolboxes. Every teacher will experience personal development throughout the course of 

our careers. Education is constantly changing, and so are we. 

5.  We are teachers, because we are the reason, for some students, that their day is a little brighter. We are the     

people who made a difference that day. We are the people who made them smile. Who made them laugh. Who 

listened to their troubles. Who helped them. Who comforted them. Every single day, whether we know it or not, we 

do have a daily impact on our students.  

6. For some students, we are the constant in their lives. We are the ones who are there each day. We are to        

comfortable routine that they have come to expect each day when at times their lives are not. 

7. For some students, we are the first to believe in them. The first to challenge them. The first to see the potential that 

lies within them. 

8. For some students, we are the first to show them boundaries. To show what is and is not okay as they grow and 

navigate through this world. 

9. Some of us became teachers because we ourselves were influenced by a great teacher in our past. I personally 

will never forget my greatest teacher influence, Mr. Smith. He was the teacher who was tough, but fair. He always 

saw the potential in his students and pushed and challenged them to do better. He wouldn’t accept “good enough”. 

He also cared. He was the teacher who drove me to the hospital for stitches when I sliced open my thumb and 

waited until my parents arrived.  

Some days I know that we are tired. I know that there are days when the negatives seem overwhelming, But please, as you 

go through your days, think about all the reasons that you believe in the career that you’ve chosen. Please know, you are 

making a difference. Please try and remember your why. 



 



BTA & CUPE Local 737 Night Before Quizmas Trivia Night 

An evening of trivia was held on November 30th at the Victoria Inn.  With 

Kate Hill returning as Quiz Master, 17 teams joined in on the fun! 

Congratulation to the winning team, The Quizenheimers, from Prairie Hope 

High School. 

Back Row:  Tammy Ballingall, Ali Johnston, Ryan Felstead,                    

Brandy Hamilton, Kim Akins 

Front Row:  Kelly Fuhr, Madi Long 



 

 

A  COZY GRATITUDE  PRACTICE 

Make a cup of tea or another warm drink of your 
choice and find a quiet place to rest comfortably for 
ten to fifteen minutes.  You might choose to sit next to 
a window so that you can gaze outdoors for this      
practice. 

As you sit in a quiet contemplation, sipping your warm 
drink, take some time to make note of all that you have 
to be grateful for this season.  Some of the things you 
might consider include the heating of your home, the 
warm beverage in your hand, and the technology that 
enables you to remain connected to loved ones. 

Source: 

https://mindfulnessexercises.com/6-mindfulness-exercises-for-
wellbeing-in-winter/  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmindfulnessexercises.com%2F6-mindfulness-exercises-for-wellbeing-in-winter%2F&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40bta.mbteach.org%7C4c1b2425d1fd4c36703c08dc12d30e1b%7C04da427957d640ea9545129c720fde5c%7C0%7
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmindfulnessexercises.com%2F6-mindfulness-exercises-for-wellbeing-in-winter%2F&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40bta.mbteach.org%7C4c1b2425d1fd4c36703c08dc12d30e1b%7C04da427957d640ea9545129c720fde5c%7C0%7




Important Dates 

January 31st   Deadline for submission for Joint PD Fund  4:00 p.m. 

February 2nd   Administration Day / PD Day (K-12)  

February 2nd   Free Youth Swim (under 18)- Sportsplex   1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

February 2nd   BTA Family Fun Night - Healthy Living Centre  

February 19th   Louis Riel Day - All Schools Closed 

February 22nd   BTA Council Meeting         4:15 p.m. - Hybrid 

March 15th    Parent Teacher Conferences (K-8)/PD Day (9-12) 

March 21st    BTA Council Meeting         4:15 p.m. - Hybrid 

March 22nd   Last Day Before Spring Break    

April 3rd     Deadline for submissions for Joint PD Fund  4:00 p.m. 

April 1st     Classes Resume 


